
To: Medford Leas Residents and Staff 

From: James C. D’Amico, DO, FACCOI, CMD 

 Medford Leas Medical Director 

Date: May 28, 2020 

Re: Coronavirus/COVID19 Update 

I hope this week’s memo continues to find you safe and sound. We eclipsed a tragic milestone 

in the coronavirus pandemic this week of 100,000 deaths in the United States. To update current 

numbers: 

• Worldwide over 5.6 million cases with over 350,000 deaths 

• United States with 1.7 million cases and just over 100,000 deaths 

• New Jersey with 155,000 cases and over 11,000 deaths 

• Burlington County with 4,432 cases and 275 deaths.  

There continues to be a lessening in the number of daily new cases in Burlington County.  

However, in New Jersey, although residents in long-term care and assisted living communities 

only make up about 15% of the total number of cases, this segment of the population accounts 

for about half of all fatalities. So, as Gov. Murphy slowly begins to re-open parks, beaches and 

some businesses, we need to understand that Medford Leas will open on a much slower pace and 

we all need to remain extremely vigilant in protecting our community. For us, our Wellness 

Center will be the first to resume some limited services. The state has provided guidance 

regarding the deliberate and safe resumption of in-person medical care. Local hospitals reopened 

this week for elective surgeries and many doctors’ offices are beginning to open up on a limited 

basis. In general, offices are prioritizing services, especially for at risk populations. Obviously, 

all offices are requiring screening and a face covering upon arrival. Upon entering, adequate 

spacing is being ensured and physical barriers are installed where feasible. We do continue to 

recommend postponing any routine specialist visits at the current time. In the Wellness Center, 

we continue to utilize telehealth whenever possible, but have begun traditional in-person visits 

when necessary, using appropriate precautions. 

I cannot stress enough, the importance of social distancing as well as continuing to wear a facial 

covering or a mask in public. We have all seen some disturbing images from this past Memorial 

Day weekend where crowds of young people were gathered in close proximity to one another. 

Although the coronavirus does not pose as much of a risk to this younger population, they all 

have parents and grandparents who they may subsequently put at risk. We have to continue to 

protect ourselves, especially when off-campus. Both our residents and staff need to maintain a 

certain level of caution at all times. 

As I alluded to in last week’s memo, we are in the process of implementing more state-mandated 

testing of all assisted living and nursing residents as well as direct care staff. We are currently in 

phase 4 of the 4 phases of initial testing. Similar to previous rounds of testing, one asymptomatic 



assisted living resident tested positive and is currently on John Woolman. Two asymptomatic 

staff members were identified, removed from the schedule, and are quarantining at home. All 

three are doing well and we wish them speedy recoveries. 

Again, even though we have been one of the most successful facilities in the state in terms of 

infection control, the fact that there continues to be isolated cases of asymptomatic disease 

underscores the importance of keeping our current restrictions in place, especially in our 

community building and at least until the end of June. 

We continue to stress the importance of physical activity. Whether it's going for a walk on 

campus, on the trails, or enjoying one of the many fitness programs available on www.mlra.org 

and channels 2 or 15.  We will need to stay as active as possible. In addition to the physical 

benefits, it is a great way to help manage stress. 

Our Dining Services staff continue to outdo themselves with meal delivery. Our therapeutic 

recreation team with the help of our entire staff, put on a wonderful Memorial Day parade. There 

are wonderful pictures and videos on the Medford Leas Facebook page and www.mlra.org, which 

illustrate what a vibrant community we have. 

This week’s shoutout goes to our entire Maintenance and Security departments. In addition to 

their normal duties, they are performing screening at the Route 70 entrance - sometimes in the 

rain and now in the heat. They are also delivering all of our packages to our Medford campus 

residents. Please keep in mind that all deliveries will be directed to the loading dock or left with 

the screeners at the Route 70 entrance. Staff will then deliver items to the resident’s doorways. 

You may receive notice from the vendor that delivery has been made, but please be patient as our 

staff get your packages to you. 

VERY IMPORTANT: For many people, the next federal stimulus payment will be made by way 

of a debit card. The cards will arrive in a plain white envelope from “Money Network Cardholder 

Services” with a return address from Omaha, Nebraska. It will not say the IRS or the Treasury or 

Washington D.C.  Please do not accidently throw these envelopes away! 

I continue to be very proud of our entire staff for their continued dedication in keeping our 

community safe. I continue to be very appreciative of our residents for their continued patience, 

understanding, and gratitude. 

Born Norma Deloris Egstrom, Peggy Lee would have turned 100 this week. In her spirit, please 

continue to monitor your temperature and report any "fever in the mornin', and any fever through 

the night".  Stay safe and be well. 
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